
What this means for retailers
It’s important to follow the three steps above, as these will help 
you remain in compliance no matter who checks your store. 

If caught selling any tobacco product to youth under 18, federal 
fines alone can be up to $11,000! Licenses may also be suspended 
or revoked and no-tobacco-sale orders may be issued for 
repeat offenders.

Visit www.fda.gov/tobacco for more information on federal regulations and 
www.NoTobaccoSalesToMinors.com for free resources to help you comply 

with all tobacco sales laws.

Responsible Tobacco Retailing: What You Need to Know

www.NoTobaccoSalesToMinors.com

To comply with all federal, state, and local tobacco sales laws, you must 
continue to do the following for every tobacco sale, including the sale 
of electronic smoking devices:

   Ask for photo ID from everyone under 27.

   Check to make sure all customers are at least 18 years old.

   Refuse to sell tobacco to everyone under 18.
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Inspectors at the federal, state, and local level are checking to make 
sure retailers, including vape shops, are not illegally selling any tobacco 
product to minors. 

What products are included?
• Hookah and Pipe Tobacco
• Dissolvable Tobacco
• Nicotine Gels
• Component Parts 
 (rolling papers, hookah, 
 e-juice, etc.)

• Cigarettes
• Smokeless/Spit Tobacco 
• Roll-Your-Own Tobacco 
• Electronic Smoking Devices 
 (e-cigarettes, vapes)
• Cigars/Cigarillos



The MVA began issuing new secure licenses in July 2016. For the next several 
years, both the 2003 and 2016 versions will be in circulation. Please 
take a minute to familiarize yourself with the license formats. 

New Maryland IDs
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Visit www.mva.maryland.gov/secureid/index.htm or www.NoTobaccoSalesToMinors.com 
for more information on the new Maryland IDs.
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